
Mark chapter 1 in the New King James Version (NKJV) contains numerous cross-references/hyperlinks to other 

parts of the Bible, particularly the Old Testament, as it establishes the ministry of John the Baptist and the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry. I think it’s important to reflect on these cross-references/hyperlinks because they 

fulfill prophecy and show God at work keeping His promises. 

 

Cross-References for Mark Chapter 1 (NKJV) 

Mark 1:2-3 
“As it is written in the Prophets: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will 
prepare Your way before You.’ ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of 
the Lord; Make His paths straight.’” 

• Malachi 3:1: “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me.”  

o This refers to John the Baptist as the forerunner of the Messiah. 

• Isaiah 40:3: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight 

in the desert A highway for our God.’”  

o This describes John’s role in preparing people for the Messiah. 

Mark 1:6 
“Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.” 

• 2 Kings 1:8: “So they answered him, “A hairy man wearing a leather belt around his waist.” 

o Describes Elijah the prophet as “a hairy man, wearing a leather belt around his waist,” 

suggesting John’s attire mirrors Elijah’s, fulfilling the prophecy of Elijah’s return (Malachi 4:5). 

• Malachi 4:5: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful 

day of the Lord.”  

o John the Baptist is seen as fulfilling the role of Elijah. I haven’t worked out the implication of 

`great and dreadful` without making assumptions. 

Mark 1:9-11 
“It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens 
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” 

• Psalm 2:7: “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.”  

o The voice from heaven echoes this messianic psalm. 

• Isaiah 42:1: “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights!”  

o The Father’s declaration reflects this servant song. 

• Isaiah 11:2: “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,”  

o describing the Messiah’s anointing by the Spirit. 



Mark 1:14-15 
“Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, 
and believe in the gospel.’” 

• Daniel 9:25: “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and 

build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street 

shall be built again, and the wall even in troublesome times.”  

o may allude to Daniel’s prophecy of the Messiah’s coming. 

Mark 1:16-18 
“And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 
into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him.” 

• Jeremiah 16:16: “Behold, I will send for many fishermen, says the Lord, and they shall fish them; and 

afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, 

and out of the holes of the rocks.”  

o a possible allusion to calling disciples as “fishers of men.” 

Mark 1:23-28 
“Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out… And when 
the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.” 

• Isaiah 61:1: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good 

tidings to the poor; He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to those who are bound;” 

o Jesus’ power to deliver from evil spirits aligns with the anointed one bringing liberty. 

Mark 1:29-31 
“Now as soon as they had come out of the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a fever, and they told 
Him about her at once. So He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and 
immediately the fever left her.” 

• Psalm 103:3: “Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, “ 

o fulfilled in Jesus’ healing ministry. 

Mark 1:32-34 
“At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who were 
demon-possessed… And He healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out 
many demons.” 

• Isaiah 53:4: “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,”  

o fulfilled in Jesus’ healing. 

• Psalm 107:20: “He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions”  



o reflected in Jesus’ miracles. 

Mark 1:39-42 
“'And He was preaching in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out demons. Now a leper 
came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me 
clean.” Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I 
am willing; be cleansed.” As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was 
cleansed. ' 

• Isaiah 35:5-6: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

Then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing.”  

o An OT prophecy fulfilled throughout Jesus’ ministry. 

 

Mark chapter 1 sets the stage for reflecting, cross-referencing, hyperlinking and fulfilling the prophecies of the 

Old Testament in the Messiah who came to spread the Gospel. 
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