
!== Mark chapter 1 

Mark 1:3 (NKJV) quotes Isaiah 40:3 to describe John the Baptist’s role: “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.’” The connection to Isaiah 40:3 is 
direct, as the Old Testament verse provides the prophetic foundation for John’s ministry. 

    Isaiah 40:3 (NKJV): “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.’” 

Context and Connection: 

    In Isaiah 40:3, the prophet speaks of a messenger who will prepare the way for God’s coming to deliver 
His people. The “Lord” (Yahweh in Hebrew) refers to God Himself, and the imagery of preparing a highway 
in the wilderness symbolizes clearing obstacles for God’s redemptive work, often linked to the return 
from Babylonian exile. 

    Mark 1:3 applies this prophecy to John the Baptist, identifying him as the “voice” preparing the way for 
Jesus, whom the Gospel presents as the Lord. The slight diZerence in wording (“His paths” in Mark vs. “a 
highway for our God” in Isaiah) reflects Mark’s focus on Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promised 
salvation. 

    The Jewish audience would understand Isaiah’s prophecy as messianic, expecting a forerunner to 
herald God’s arrival or His anointed one. John’s role—preaching repentance and baptizing—fulfills this by 
preparing people for Jesus’ ministry. 

 

Thus, Mark 1:3 uses Isaiah 40:3 to show that John’s mission aligns with the Old Testament expectation of 
a divine herald, pointing to Jesus as the embodiment of God’s presence and salvation. 

 

 

 



!== Mark chapter 2 

The scribes in Mark 2:6-7 question Jesus’ authority to forgive sins, saying, “Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” Their belief stems from Old Testament teachings that emphasize God’s unique role in forgiving 
sins. Key passages include: 

 

    Exodus 34:6-7: God describes Himself as “forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,” highlighting His 
divine prerogative to forgive. 

    Psalm 103:2-3: David praises God, saying, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, … who forgives all your 
iniquities,” attributing forgiveness to God alone. 

    Isaiah 43:25: God declares, “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake,” 
reinforcing His sole authority to forgive. 

    Daniel 9:9: Daniel states, “To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness,” aZirming God’s exclusive 
role. 

 

The scribes’ view reflects the Jewish understanding that forgiveness of sins, especially in a definitive 
sense, is a divine act tied to God’s covenant relationship with Israel. No Old Testament figure, not even 
prophets or priests, claimed authority to forgive sins independently; priests facilitated atonement 
through sacrifices (Leviticus 4-5), but God was the one who forgave. Jesus’ declaration thus shocked the 
scribes, as it implied divine authority, which they saw as blasphemy. 


