is a time that God revealed something to you in a dramatic and
nd way? How did that event change your understanding of Him?

out in front, leading His disciples, teaching by example. He was
hem understand what leadership was all about. The disciples were

and afraid.
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is predicted His
sec Mark 8:31-33;

esus was saying, he o

h would occur in Jerusa




He answered and said to them, “What did Moses com-

/ said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of
ind to dismiss her.”

d Jesus answered and said to them, “Because of the hardness
heart he wrote you this precept. ¢ But from the beginning of
ion, God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason
all leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
two shall become one flesh’; so then they are no longer
t one flesh. * Therefore what God has joined together, let
n separate.”

 the house His disciples also asked Him again about the
matter. 1! So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and
es another commits adultery against her. 2 And if a woman
her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

ing Herod had previously put John the Baptist to death because

had denounced the king’s marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife
Mark 6:17-18). What might the Pharisees have been trying to do by
ing Jesus this question on divorce (see Mark 10:2)?
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The Rich and the Kingdom of God (Mark 10:17-31)

88

17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt
before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall | do that |
may inherit eternal life?”

18 So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is
good but One, thatis, God. ' You know the commandments: ‘Do not
commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false
witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.'”

2 And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things
| have kept from my youth.”

21 Then Jesus, looking'at him, loved him, and said to him, “One
thing you lack: Go your/way, sell whatever you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the
cross, and follow Me.”

22 Byt he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he
had great possessions.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard

it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 2* And

the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered
again and said to them, “Children, how hard itis for those who trust
in riches to enter the kingdom of God! # It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.”

2 And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves,
“Who then can be saved?”

27 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible,
but not with God; for with God all things are possible."

2 Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and
followed You." _

29 5o Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, | say to you, there is
no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother

or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, ** who shall
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a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and

d mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and

u think it was so difficult for the rich young man to move
wealth to trusting Christ (see verses 22-25)?

i

is Death a Third Time (Mark 10:32—45)

Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
ing before them; and they were amazed. And as they followed
ey were afraid. Then He took the twelve aside again and began
tell them the things that would happen to Him: * “Behold, we
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to
hief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to
th and deliver Him to the Gentiles; * and they will mock Him,
ourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day

Rk

89



fk

AR
§

GOSPEL OF MARK

3 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him,
saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”

3 And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?"

3 They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right
hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.”

3 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are
you able to drink the cup that | drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with?”

% They said to Him, "We are able.”

So Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink the cup that | drink,
and with the baptism | am baptized with you will be baptized; ** but
to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is
for those for whom it is prepared.”

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased
with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said
to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority
over them. 4 Yet it shall not be'so among you; but whoever desires
to become great among you shall be your servant. ** And whoever
of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. #° For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many.”

5. Look back at Mark 9:33-37. Why were the other disciples upset with
James and John? Why do you think Jesus kept having to address this

issue? ‘
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L 2-45)? What does Paul indicate in Philippians 2:5-8 about
titude of a servant?

THE RANSOM

eals Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46—52)

they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His
ciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus,
the road begging. ¥ And when he heard that it was Jesus of
th, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
on me!”

Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the
V‘ on of David, have mercy on me!”

So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.

r en they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer.
Heis calling you.” ;

And throwing aside his garment; he rose and came to Jesus.
1 S0 Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me
you?” |

blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that | may receive my

en Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made
# And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus

 road.
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7. There are stories throughout the Gospels of people helping the sick
and disabled get to Jesus. How is the story of Bartimaeus different from

those other stories (see verse 48)?

8. Read John 9:1-3. How did Jesus’ attitude and actions toward
Bartimaeus contradict the prevailing thought about sin and punishment?

REVIEWING THE STORY

Once again the Pharisees had tried to catch Jesus in a theological trap, this
time with a question about divorce. As before, Jesus exposed the wrong
thinking behind their question. He welcomed children into His presence
and upbraided  rich young man—two things that were unusual in first-
century Jewish culture. He also spoke explicitly to His disciples about
what was about to transpire in Jerusalem. The news shook Jesus’ disciples
momentarily, but an argument about which of them was the greatest soon
distracted them. Jesus intervened in their dispute and then restored sight

to a man named Bartimaeus.
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ated to determine what a person cou/d and couldn’t do. How was
proach different (see Mark 10:5-9)?

»would it be considered a “wise investment” for a person to
r his or her life to Christ (see Mark 10:29-30)?

n Jesus’ statements to the disciples in Mark 10:33-34, why
e surprised by the requests James and John made to Jesus

35-37)?
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APPLYING THE MESSAGE Al

13. Jesus never walked around trouble. He set a course straight for the
heart of controversy and confrontauon What are the unphcanons of this
mmdset for those who follow: Hl:sz HA N ‘

14. What can you do to serve someone else this week? If Jesus asked,
“What do you want Me to dQ for you?” (Mark 10:51), what would
you say?

REFLECTING ON THE MEANING

As Jesus was approaching the city of Jericho, he was met by a blind man
named Bartimaeus, who cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” (Mark 10:47). As we look at this story, we need to remember that
Bartimaeus serves as an illustration of what it means to come to faith in
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{If we, like Bartimaeus, are to receive spiritual sight and have our
ess removed, we must take the same steps as he took.
we need to acknowledge our condition. In 2 Corinthians 4:3—4,
that Satan has “blinded [those] who do not believe, lest the
e gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should
on them.” Bartimaeus knew his greatest need was not money or
ing—as important as those things might have been. What he needed
jost was eyesight, for he was blind (and had probably been so since birth).
the same way, we need to acknowledge our condition: we all suffer from
ritual blindness.
~ Second, we need to accept the truth about Christ. Bartimaeus had never
et Jesus, and he had certainly never seen Him. Yet he believed what the
5 ple were saying about Christ. He believed He was the Son of David,
e Messiah, and he believed the reports he had heard about the miracles
had done. Once we acknowledge we are blind, we must likewise
sept the truth about Christ. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
saved” (Acts 16:31).
ird, we need to act on the truth we have received. In Romans 10:13,
tes that “whoever calls on the name of the Lorp shall be saved.”
‘Bartimaeus heard the command from Jesus to rise, he believed he
nd up . . . and he did. And when Jesus commanded Bartimaeus to
, he began to walk in obedience. In all this, Bartimaeus demon-
s faith by his obedience. Our faith must likewise be demonstrated
on. We come to Jesus by an act of our will and, in repentance,
: His healing and forgiveness.
~ Finally, we need to affirm our faith by following Christ. Jesus had pre-
sly said to His disciples, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him
himself, and take up His cross and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). After
imaeus received the healing he had requested, he did not return to his
use but began following Jesus from that day forward. “And immediately
eived his sight and followed Jesus on the road” (10:52). If we are born
—if we have truly been saved from our sin—there should be evidence

are following the Lord!
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